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If you plan to do a Windows reinstallation but can't find your product key, you're lucky it's stored in Windows Registry. It is not easy to find, and it is impossible to read without help. Luckily, we're here to help. As you can see in the screenshot above, the product ID is stored in registry but in binary format that humans can't read unless
you're some sort of Cylon. You don't, do you? RELATED: Beginner Geek: How to reinstall Windows on Your Computer We are not sure why Microsoft goes to great lengths to make it difficult to view product keys for their software, mainly because it is stored there in registration and can be read by software, otherwise by humans. We can
only assume that they don't want anyone to reuse the keys from the old computer. The great thing is that you can also restore keys, even from computers that won't boot again. All you need is access to a disk drive from a work computer. Continue reading for more information. Three Places You May Find Principal RELATED: Where to
Download Windows 10, 8.1, and 7 ISOS Legally The key you need will be in one of three places: Stored in the software on your PC: When you (or your PC manufacturer) install Windows, Windows stores its product key in the registry. You can extract this product key, and often enter it when resuming Windows on your PC. Crucially, you
need to grab it from your operating system before you start reviving Windows or it can be deleted if you format your hard drive. Printed on stickers: Some PCs use technology called Pre-installed Locked Systems, or SLPs. If your PC uses this, the product key on your PC-stored in registry, and a primary view of the app-view of the main
viewer application-will differ from the actual key that your PC needs. The real key is on the certificate of authenticity adhesive (COA) on your PC or its power supply. The one in the registration and application of the audience key is a red herring. This system is common for Windows 7 PC. Embedded in your UEFI PC firmware: Many new
PCs that come with Windows 8 or 10 using new methods. The key to the Windows PC version that is included with is stored in firmware or computer UEFI BIOS. You do not need to know-assume you install the same edition of Windows PC coming, it should automatically activate and work without you having to enter the key. Everything
will happen automatically. Make sure you're using the same version and edition of Windows computer included. In other words, if it comes with Windows 7 Home Premium, you cannot install Windows 7 Professional. If Locks Are Stored in Your PC Hardware Let's start with the simplest conditions. On newer Windows 8 and 10 computers,
the key isn't stored in software where it can be deleted, or on stickers where they can be smuggled out or removed. No one can see on your computer sticker to steal its product key. Instead, the keys are stored in firmware or computer UEFI BIOS by You don't have to do anything special if you have this. You can only reinstall the same
edition of Windows PC to come and it only needs to work without asking you for a lock. (However, it is best to find the product key using one of the methods below and write it on before reviving Windows-only in case.) If you want to find the embedded key UEFI and write it, you can do so simply. Just open the Start menu, type the
powershell, and run the Powershell app that appears. Then, enter the following command and press Enter: (Get-WmiObject - query 'select * from SoftwareLicensingService'). OA3xOriginalProductKey You should be rewarded with your embedded license key. Write it down and keep it in a safe place. Read the Key From Validity Sticker
Certificate If you have a Windows 7-era PC, there's a good chance the PC key is the single key that manufacturers use for all their PCs. Thanks to the Pre-installed Locked System, you are not allowed to use the key to install Windows. If you try, you'll get an error message about an invalid key. To check, you need to find a validity sticker
certificate on your computer. The COA sticker verifies that the computer is included with a valid copy of Windows, and that the sticker has a product key printed on it. You need the product key to reinstall Windows-and, if the manufacturer uses the Pre-installation Locked System, the key is different from the PC you come with the software.
Check your computer for key searching. On a laptop, it may be at the bottom of a laptop. If your laptop has a removable battery, it may be under the battery. If there are several types of compartments you can open, it may be there. It may be stuck to the laptop's charging brick. If it's a desktop, look at the side of the desktop case. If it's not
there, check the top, back, bottom, and anywhere else it's possible. If the key has been swept away the sticker, there's not much you can do. You can try to contact your computer manufacturer and explain what happened, but we can't guarantee they will help. Microsoft will always be happy to sell you other keys, though! Use NirSoft
ProduKey to Restore Product Keys (Although You Can't Boot PC) The easiest way to gain access to your product key is with a third-party utility, and there's nothing better at them than NirSoft. Their utilities are always crapware-free, and always very useful. The only issue with this particular utility is that some antiviruses will detect them as
false positives, since some malware might try to steal your product key. Note: NirSoft lock convenors will not always work for OEM computers, depending on how decide to activate the license. If your OEM installs your computer and uses a single key for all their PCs, this won't work. It also doesn't work for Office 2013. All you have to do is
download ProduKey, unzip, and then run it to immediately see all the keys of your product. It's as like that. If you want to restore keys from a dead computer, you can connect a hard disk to a working PC, and then run ProduKey and use File &gt; Select Resources to point to the external Windows directory. You can then easily grab a key
from that computer. You can also use Linux live CDs to pull Windows directories from other computers and to thumb drives, or simply take registry files if you wish. If you need help, we have a guide to pull data from a dead computer. RELATED: How To Recover Files From Dead Computer Find Windows Keys Without Any Software
(Advanced Users Only) Assuming you can boot your computer without any problems, you can easily create a simple VBscript that will read the value out of the registry and then translate it into the format you need to reinstall. We're not sure where this script came from, but raphoenix readers posted it on our forum a long time ago, so we
shared it here for you. Copy and paste the following into a Notepad window: Set WshShell = CreateObject (WScript.Shell) MsgBox ConvertToKey (WshShell.RegRead(HKL) SOFTWARE\\Microsoft\Windows NT\CurrentVersion\DigitalProductId)) Function ConvertToKey(Key) Const KeyOffset = 52 i = 28 Chars =
BCDFGHJKMPQRTVWXY2346789 Do Cur = 0 x = 14 Do Cur = Cur * 256 Cur = Key(x + KeyOffset) + Cur Key(x + KeyOff = (Cur \ 24) And 255 Cur = Cur Mode 24 x = x -1 Loop While x &gt;= 0 i = i -1 KeyOutput = Mid(Chars , Cur + 1, 1) &amp; KeyOutput If (((29 - i) Mode 6) = 0) And (i &amp;lt;&gt; -1) Then i = i -1 KeyOutput = - &amp;
KeyOutput End If Loop While i &gt;= 0 ConvertToKey = KeyOutput End Function You'll need to use File -&gt; Save As, change the Save as type to All Files and then name it productkey.vbs or something other othering with the vbs extension. We would recommend saving to the desktop for easy access. Once you save it, you can only
double-click and the popup window will show you your product key. Pro tip: If you use CTRL+C when the popup window is on, it will copy the contents of the window to the clipboard, and then you can paste it to Notepad or elsewhere. The product lock system is complicated to understand because Microsoft does not want typical Windows
users to reinstall Windows on their PC. Instead, they prefer you to use your computer manufacturer's recovery media. But the recovery media is full of bloatware that you don't want on your PC – which is why so many geeks often choose to reinstall Windows on their new PC. Microsoft Office 365 subscription (now called Microsoft 365)
starts at $70 a year, or you can buy a license for about $150. But don't worry, you don't necessarily have to pay this price. It doesn't matter if you need to use it anywhere, or on a PC. It doesn't matter if will use it carefully, or for 8 hours a day. There are ways you can get Office 365 for free. Use Microsoft Office Online To compete with
Google's productivity apps, Microsoft offers only versions of popular Office apps Free. You can use Word, Excel, and PowerPoint in the browser on your Mac, Windows PC, or Chromebook, completely free of charge. Although they are unlike features rich in desktop apps, most of the core functionality is provided. Editing features in Word,
and functionality in Excel are all available in the Office Online experience (in a modern web-based package). Simply open Office.com in your browser and sign in with your Microsoft account. You can then create a blank document or start with one of the templates. If you've worked on a document, or if you've received the documents you
need to edit, you can easily upload them to Office Online (using drag-and-drop). Try Office 365 For Free If you only need Microsoft Office for a while (say, if you have college submissions to be paid within a few weeks), you can only use the trial version of Microsoft Office. Go to Microsoft Office for a Free website and sign up for trial. Even
if you need to set up a credit card for this, you can cancel the subscription before the month ends. This way, you won't be charged automatically. You can also cancel it immediately after signing up and continuing to use the trial for the rest of the month. This trial will give you access to the Microsoft 365 Home plan (formerly known as the
Office 365 Home plan). You'll get access to all Office 365 products for free like Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote, Outlook, not to mention 1TB cloud storage space. Once you sign up for Office 365, you can use the Office desktop app offline with all the available features. If your moon goes up, you can re-register using a different email
address to get an additional month (or two). Use the Office 365 Mobile App For Free Microsoft has a free version of Office available for smartphones and tablets. If your device screen is smaller than 10.1 inches, you can edit Microsoft Office documents for free. These include 10-inch Android tablets and a 9.7-inch iPad (but not the 7th
Generation iPad 10.2 inches). If your device is larger than 10.1 inches, you'll need to get an Office 365 subscription, or use read-only mode. Download: Microsoft Office (iOS, Android) Get An Office 365 Education Version For Free If you're a student, teacher, or even an alumni, you can use the entire Microsoft Office 365 suite offline for
free. The catch is that your school or educational institute needs to have an educational license. Go to the Office 365 Education page and enter your .edu email address to see if you're eligible. If you do, you can download and use all office apps on your computer. Try the Microsoft Assessment Version has separate for their business and
enterprise users who offer the same Office 365 experience. You can go to the Microsoft Assessment Center and sign up for their 30-day ProPlus plan as another way to get a 365 30-day Office trial. Get Office 365 For Free With a New PC Yes, this isn't the most cost-effective option, but if you switch to work from home, or if you're at the
market for a new PC, you can find that comes with a Microsoft Office 365 subscription. You can find a Windows laptop that costs less than $500 combined with a free Office 365 Home plan that can be shared with up to 6 users. Join the Shared Microsoft 365 Home Plan Talking about a Microsoft 365 Home plan, you can ask around to see
if you know anyone is already using it. If you find a professional or small person using the plan, you can ask them to add you. Hey, if you can share your Netflix account, why not your Office account any well? That way you can divide the $99/year cost between six users. This means you can get the entire Microsoft Office 365 experience of
around $17/year. Now this is a lot. If you can convince them to add you for free, that's a better option. Ask Your Employer To Buy It For You If a Microsoft Office suite is important for you to do the job, you can make the case to your employer. Instead of paying it out of your pocket, you can ask that it be covered as a company expense.
Find Deals on Microsoft Shared Subscriptions website isn't the only place where you can sign up for an Office 365 subscription. If you monitor an offer, you'll find some discounts for the Office 365 Personal Home plan online. After the discount, you might get a Home plan of around $80 ($20 off) from Amazon. When you search for these



offers, keep them from legitimate websites. Don't fall for eBay sellers who offer Microsoft 365 or Office 365 subscriptions for $1. They might work for a while, but they're definitely not a legal choice. Use Office 365 Free Alternatives Finally, you don't need to use Microsoft Office to work with Office documents. Instead, you can use the
LibreOffice suite for Windows, Mac, and Linux which are free and open source alternatives to Microsoft Office. Using LibreOffice, you can get the same offline desktop office experience where you can easily create, open, and edit DOCX Word documents, Excel XLS spreadsheets, and PowerPoint PPTX presentations. If you want an
online alternative to Microsoft Office, you can use Google's set of productivity apps. Google Docs, Sheets and Slides each support their respective Word, Excel and PowerPoint formats. There are many more Microsoft Office 365 alternatives. See our list of the 6 best Microsoft Office alternatives to learn more. How do you use Microsoft
Office suites in your work and personal life? Share with us in the comments below. Following.
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